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Polygyny, Does Taking Multiple Wives 
Guarantee Economic/ Generational 
Success? 

In theory, many wives equal many children and many children automatically equal 
wealth, status, power; right?  Religion, human nature, “man shortage,” secular 
understanding and/or long-held cultural traditions are some of the reasons given 
by men and women for why they choose to engage in polygamy. Biblical 
polygamy may look different from secular; the polygamist Muslim may have a 
different set of guidelines than let’s say a Mormon polygynist.  

 Instead of looking for differences we will attempt to investigate what they all 
have in common; access to multiple female partners. Why is this important for 
this study? Well glad you asked, this will be the common denominator that we 
will use to answer the question, Does taking Multiple Wives Guarantee 
Economic/Generational Success? 

Leaders from groups such as the Mormons, the Muslims, and the Hebrews 
fervently share their religious/cultural views on the importance of this marriage 
strategy. Amongst these prominent groups, men and women come together to 
paint an idealistic portrayal of polygamy, a picture that many anti-polygamist are 
convinces does not exist. This section as promised will take a closer look at the 
practical application of the utopian vision of “multiple wives,” to see whether it 
holds up to its praise and scrutiny. 

To recap if you are a new reader please be aware that this is a series of articles 
examining polygyny from different aspects, biblically, culturally, personally, 
economically, logically and more. If you would like to catch up on the previous 
installments click here. 

Now without further ado let us begin, I hope you like documentaries because we 
will be quoting a number of documentaries, interviews and personal testimonies 
from proclaimed polygynist to see if choosing this lifestyle equals an automatic 
win-win situation for everyone involved.  



Biblical  Revisited | Economics © 

Sign up for course at www.the-soul-center.com 

E
m

u
n

a
h

 Y
’s

ra
e

l 

“I want my children to be farmers but I have no land, I want them to go to school 
but I have no money.” –Ayattu Nure 

Study #1  

In the previous article, we met Ayattu Nure, 56, of Ethiopia. His large family of 77 
children has caused him personal despair, the “competing demands of his 
growing family,” depleted his personal fortune. In this BBC article Nure is quoted 
as stating, “I want my children to be farmers but I have no land, I want them to go 
to school but I have no money.” 

In the case of Ayattu Nure his plans to have a big family backfired as he personally 
was not able to maintain the rapid expansion of his family. Ayattau was once a 
wealthy landowner but with each wife, he acquired he sold a portion of his land 
for her bride price. That expense in addition to educating, dressing and feeding 
his family exceeded his capacity to sustain them. Many of Ayattu sons had to drop 
out of school and because of their 
father impoverished stated he was 
compelled to “marry off two of his 
fifteen-year-old daughters to ease the 
burden.”  

Two of his wives concerned with their 
families’ present economic woes have 
reportedly taken synthetic birth control to stave off any unwanted pregnancies.  

Ayattu Nure is not happy with his condition and desires help from the Ethiopian 
government, “I know I have done wrong by marrying many wives and begetting 
many children but I think I deserve help from the government."  

Ayattu family has learned firsthand that multiple wives and multiple children do 
not automatically equal an “economic powerhouse.” 
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Study #2 

In the UK there is reportedly a growing culture of modern Islamic polygyny. In the 
documentary The Men with Many Wives we get an opportunity to take a look at a 
style of polygyny that varies greatly 
from that of Ayattu Nure’s. In this 
report, we see men wanting 
multiple wives but not necessarily 
multiple children. There are many 
interesting mindsets revealed in the 
film I will enumerate some and for 
the purposes of highlighting them, 
however, I implore you to watch 
the film in length. 

 

1.    Some women believe that in polygamy you get “instant children”  

2.    Woman admits they enjoy polygamy because of the part-time husband 
benefits, the wives desiring “days to myself” 

3.    Those involved admit that polygamous life “is never simple.” 

4.    Men desiring multiple wives simply because it is “an allowable choice.”  

5.    Hussan Phillips has two wives, his is a convert to Islam and has a part-time job 
at a mosque, he is looking for a third wife 

6.    In many Islamic UK polygamous marriages the women live in separate 
households, men go between the homes of the women 

7.    Women were more accepting because of previous marriages failures 

8.    Oversupply of women in 30’s and 40’s who are looking and finding it “very 
difficult” to find a monogamous relationship 

9.    Women single/divorce are looking for financial security in their polygamous 
marriages 
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10.    According to the match-maker, most men are “sexual driven” and desire 
polygyny for that purpose 

There are many more tidbits to collect from the men and women in this 
documentary however, for the brevity of time I bid you to watch and take notes 
on your own. Before we continue on to the other study I wanted to reiterate a 
few more things that were said or illustrated in this documentary.   

 Each individual had different reasons and motivations for engaging in 
polygyny.  

 Two out of the four men seemed to struggle financially to maintain the 
women and children yet they still desired more wives.  

 The women had other means of income ie. work or government welfare 
subsidy and this sometimes relives the man from his economic 
responsibilities.  

 There was also a reoccurring theme of women settling for sharing an 
eligible man because of the perception that there is a “man shortage.”   

Overall this documentary has failed to highlight the automatic financial 
stronghold or increase stability that polygyny offers as a relationship model. Shall 
we proceed? 
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“A new wife takes your husband away and everything you own, you no longer 
have any power, it’s tough.”  -Goli 2nd wife of Heda (Four Wives One Husband) 

Study #3 

This study takes a look at polygyny in Iran, Four Wives One Husband opens up 
with a heart filled sentient, but beyond the opening credits the reality of 
economic and emotional viability of this specific family begins to unfold. Shortly 
after the introduction of all four wives the elderly mother of the women’s 
husband states emphatically,  

“all my son cares about is pu**y, that’s all 
he cares about.”  

Shahpar and Ziba, Heda’s 3rd wife and 4th 
wives embarrassed by their mother-in-
laws debased assertion of their husband 
attempted to hush her in the presence of 
the camerawomen. To no avail the elder 
continued to verbalize her thoughts about her son's motivation for acquiring 
more women, “isn’t it true…I want to say it?”  

How do the women feel about their husband? 

 Early on the fourth and most recent wife Ziba says, “he’s kind and treats me 
well, he listens and doesn’t contradict me.”  

 In the midst of doing her chores Shahpar the third wife casually says, “when 
Heda (their husband) gets old, no one will want anything to do with him.”  

 His second wife Goli is under the impression that she is “forced to love 
him,” because he is the father of her children.   

 Heda’s first wife the wife of his youth and of his vows feel totally 
dependent on him, “if he dies we die too, our lives depend on him, he’s our 
master.”  

Their statements give the viewer a snapshot of their experience in polygyny, three 
of the four wives did not verbalize feeling secure, financially or otherwise. The 
fourth wife confessed that she was married before to a drug addict that marriage 
ended in divorce, when Heda sent a middleman to propose initially she rejected 
because of she heard he already had 3 or 4 wives. She married him because of his 
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wealth without her families blessing and came to regret her choice a few years 
later.  

Emotional/ Physical State of Heda’s Wives 

 His 1st  wife is in depression and testifies to be physically abused by her 
husband  

 His 2nd and 3rd wife complains of feeling abandoned 
 The 4th  wife thinks the 1st wife is weak woman for letting her husband get 

another wife 
 His 4th  wife got all the attention until Heda (Husband) without consent of 

his previous wives snuck off and got a 5th wife 
 The 1st  wife says she was abused until she consented to him taking a 

second wife 
 The 2nd  wife says she was unhappy getting married to him but her parents 

thought it was a good idea seeing that she was divorced already 
 The women complain that their husband doesn’t spend sufficient time with 

their children 

This documentary is chock full of practical experiences of people who live in an 
Iranian culture, this study group has never deviated from the practice of plural 
wives. In their rural setting, this is still a viable option yet some of the same issues 
that persist amongst them are present in contemporary forms of polygyny. This is 
not to say that every family’s experience is the same however, it would be fair to 
say that as it relates to the opening question they share similar results. 

Just as Ayattu of Ethiopia Heda started out as a wealthy man, as his wives children 
and bills continued to mount his “economic powerhouse,” begins to crumble.  
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“The truth is that men are not polygamous by nature they are insatiable by 
nature.” –Stella Monye 

Study #4  

On Amazons, a Nigeria Talk Show titled (
Bolade Owgunsanwo speaks openly about his lifestyle choice. He states that 
polygamy is a game of chance that he 
unintentionally became involved in. 
In giving his perspective on how he 
has become successful in coping with 
polygamy he states: 

1.    They (wives) should not stay 
together each wife should have her 
own space 

2.    If you are polygamist you must not be straightforward to your wives, be like a 
politician 

3.    Be faithful to the children

4.    It is not possible to like/love people equally

5.    Polygamy is a game of chance

6.    Most important thing is in polygamy money is involved once you are able to 
satisfy them (wives) you will have no problem

7.    Most important thing unite the children 

8.    What you do for one child must happen to

9.    Father would not encourage his children into his own plight (polygamy)

 

Nigerian Singer Stella Monye was also present weighing in on the topic of 
polygamy. She comes from a polygamous family and shares that traditionally 
polygamy was for the purpose of more wives, more children to work the farms. 
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On Amazons, a Nigeria Talk Show titled (Coping with Polygamy) polyga
Bolade Owgunsanwo speaks openly about his lifestyle choice. He states that 
polygamy is a game of chance that he 
unintentionally became involved in. 
In giving his perspective on how he 
has become successful in coping with 

They (wives) should not stay 
together each wife should have her 

2.    If you are polygamist you must not be straightforward to your wives, be like a 

3.    Be faithful to the children 

4.    It is not possible to like/love people equally 

5.    Polygamy is a game of chance 

6.    Most important thing is in polygamy money is involved once you are able to 
satisfy them (wives) you will have no problem 

7.    Most important thing unite the children  

8.    What you do for one child must happen to the other (no favoritism) 

9.    Father would not encourage his children into his own plight (polygamy)

Nigerian Singer Stella Monye was also present weighing in on the topic of 
polygamy. She comes from a polygamous family and shares that traditionally 
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“The truth is that men are not polygamous by nature they are insatiable by 

) polygamist Dr. 
Bolade Owgunsanwo speaks openly about his lifestyle choice. He states that 

2.    If you are polygamist you must not be straightforward to your wives, be like a 

6.    Most important thing is in polygamy money is involved once you are able to 

the other (no favoritism)  

9.    Father would not encourage his children into his own plight (polygamy) 

Nigerian Singer Stella Monye was also present weighing in on the topic of 
polygamy. She comes from a polygamous family and shares that traditionally 

olygamy was for the purpose of more wives, more children to work the farms. 
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According to Monye the men were not emotionally attached to their wives and as 
time went on polygamy became a forbidden fruit. She also is adamant that the 
man cannot and does not love all of his wives the same. 

“The truth is that men are not polygamous by nature they are insatiable by 
nature.” –Stella Monye 

This statement is profound because it connects to the sentiment brought out in 
article three when we discovered that the Fragments of Zadok identify the taking 
of multiple wives as fornication. We later looking into the word fornication in the 
Hebrew, I will share it again here. 

In Hebrew the term is Zanah: A primitive root (highly fed and therefore wanton); 
to commit adultery (usually of the female, and less often of simple fornication, 
rarely of involuntary ravishment); figuratively to commit idolatry (the Jewish 
people being regarded as the spouse of Jehovah): - (cause to) commit fornication, 
X continually, X great, (be an, play the) harlot, (cause to be, play the) whore, 
(commit, fall to) whoredom, (cause to) go a-whoring, whorish. 

There are so many references in the scripture the primitive root gives the picture 
of what it means. Highly fed and therefore wanton. 

Wanton: 1250-1300; Middle English wantowen literally, undisciplined, ill-reared, 

adj. 1) grossly negligent to the extent of being recklessly unconcerned with the 
safety of people or property. Examples: speeding by a school while it is letting out 
students, or firing a shotgun in a public park.  

2) sexually immoral and unrestrained. 

Fornication Review 

 Fornication 
 Zanah 
 Wanton 
 Highly Fed 
 Undisciplined 
 Sexually Immoral 
 Unrestrained 
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Money is central to the conversation and the possible success of the poly-game, it 
is stressful and a game of chance. Dr. Bolade Owgunsanwo said if he had to come 
back and do it (polygamy) again he would opt out. This conversation also does not 
affirm the idealistic projections of pro-polygynist who say having a plural family 
guarantees success.  

I would be remised if I didn’t mention renowned polygamist and biblical figures 
Gideon, David and Solomon all credited with having a multitude of wives and 
numerous children. Let’s take a quick look at their situations as well. 

Study # 5 

Gideon also was known as Jeru-baal had an unknown number of wives that 
resulted in seventy sons. Abimelech the son of Gideon’s concubine in Shechem 
murdered 69 of his brethren. 

Judges 9: 5 He went to his father’s home in Ophrah and on one stone murdered 
his seventy brothers, the sons of Jerub-Baal. But Jotham, the youngest son of 
Jerub-Baal, escaped by hiding. 

This example was chosen to show that even though Gideon multiplied 
women/wives and begat many children it did not guarantee his economic or 
generational success. 

Study #6 

David the son of Jesse became King in the stead of Saul. David acquired a number 
of women while he was on the run and by the end of his reign, he was credited 
with having seven named wives and 19 named sons and one named daughter. 
The environment in David’s household amongst the offspring was tumultuous, his 
eldest son Amnon fell in ‘love’ and raped his brothers Absalom sister Tamar. This 
caused a divide in the home in which murder ensued. Bathsheba was one of 
David’s wives who he acquired by killing Uriah her husband. In the end of the 
ordeal, the sheer multitude of David’s children did not guarantee 
generation/economic success.  
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Study #7 

The last and most interesting biblical figures whose name lives on in infamy is 
Solomon son of David and Bathsheba, Uriah’s wife. Solomon is on record for 
having 700 wives and 300 concubines. The fascinating aspect of Solonon's 
endeavor is that the biblical record chronicles only three of his children. Three 
children! Solomon’s economic and generational success was compromised 
through adhering to the multitude of his wives and their idolatry. Solomon’s 
behavior caused a split in the kingdom and his household did not automatically 
become a success because of his wives.  

What does all of this mean? The information is clear, this is only a small 
percentage of the data that can be used to answered the opening question. In 
closing the research has found that the notion that taking multiply wives can and 
will solve all of our domestic/family issues are unfounded.  

Join us for the next installment of this series as we take a look at more biblical 
customs and culture as it relates to marriage and polygamy. 

 

Sources: 

BBC Article  

UN Report  

Four Wives and One Husband  

The Man with Many Wives  

Coping w/ Polygamy  

https://www.biblegateway.com/  

 

 


